
HY KOUEKT AUM8TRUNU.

T BUM Hi

pAiLr, pm /<«,
»-.MI VVIitKL* l'UUltli.4 IN nttl!

.1

WKKMtV . -

»Ul if /kiHUiU
Five cu|ui n oi (tic UAIL V t"i

ki»« «'"« «. iiaai wttKLY,
Tell cupie* uf tile " 11

five eo|nc«of Uie WKCKLV,
] ci ci>r<u ol Urn '*

jr 4a<u>| ut«

« /»'<«<.i:

I «!.«.

t N
a txi

441 UV

*0 00
to OU

e wo

16 ou

VOUIMK II. LIBKHl Y, TUE I »IO«. AN l> TUB COWnriTUTIOK.- N U Al utH **o

CITY OF WASHINGTON. SATURDAY MORNING. JANUARY 8. 1853.

TO om il'HN Ml Vi Bb

Tll« iMUlit o/ »V |MM*0* Will M Mpvlt »il
WIMBI of Um .vUvrl)NIU«l Ml Mil lit MilMM.

Dmuai mhwritxu im/ ua luouvy by ieiiei, u»c ua

wliKlt wlU tki paid fey ua, and »Ji nil imuiumI by uaiMivw in lift »»f

Tli« COUNTRY fAfKM u fHibiubed in duila* U»e MM

rfiou* of Cui«(im, **d »cuii-w««kiy duimg Uac ieccm.

buWi^uoui fur a j*rio4 it ». Uj*ji . yea/ will be iet eiv»d oa

leruia ^>iu|>«>iutjuctl lo (he above MUUUftl r«l«i.

(I/- POtfi'NAATkllH me *uiiilutclM uui agenu tad, by
sending ua riVB DAILY frUl>M;rit>«ra, h ilti QM) enclosed 01 viva

rih.%11 Wk.KM l. Y .ub»vribe<», wall qpld «iiclo*«d or riv« WEEKLY
oub»« ribeia, Willi $1" enclosed, will U« entitled lo ouu copy of llie
mum edition a* Uiey fufuieb u» subecribeia loi, graiu.

IN CONGRESS OF THIS U. 8TATE8
Tbirtf-Vevsud CoaircH-tlccaud Mewiuu

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 5, 1803.
[lN COMTlftUATlON.]

MENA t'K.
LUHLTli BAM.IN AND PHVDICNIE BLANDON

Mr OAVIS. I n>k the indulgence of the Senate to
take up . bill which will cause no debate ; if it does. I
will coHpeui to have it |>o«ipone<i. It it a measure which
has been befote this body for poms time, and there is an
amendment which is proposed to be ottered toil. It is
Senate bill 301, authorizing the Secretary of the Interior
tv issue duplicate land warrants in ceitain cases. It is a
bill of considerable importance to certain individuals, and
ought to have been pasted long since. I move to pont-

Gie all the prim orders for the purpose of taking up thai
.

The question being then taken, the ptior orders were
postponed, and the Senate took up, and proceeded to con¬
sider as in committee of the whole, Senate bill No. 3U1,
being "A bill to authorise the Secretary of the Interior
to issue duplicate land warrants in certain eases which
wa* read.
Mr. DAV18. I now oiler the following as a substitute

(or the whole bill: strike out all after the enacting clause,and insert:
"That the Commissioner of tlio Ui-ueral Land Dill's be

instuioted to losiie a duplicate ot land watisnt No 2 211 for
(wu huudred acres, duied February 2, l(Ui), In the miiiie*
oi'Lucretis Baitou and 1'rudance B'ttiidon, sisters and lieiM
.4 Jacob Towns, deceased, In their own unlit, and tor the
benefit ul other lcj(.«I heirs, If any survive, upmi satisfactoryproot being given lo the C!ominnsioner iliat the original
warrant tias boon tost or derioyud without first bstng a
.igued, and the said duplicate shall have the same elTect as
the original warrant."

I would observe that the original bill was reported in
consequence of is petition from this Mia. Barton, who
waa one of the sis.ers and heirs of Jacob Towns. These
heira applied for a land warrant, furnished the properevidence, and the land warrant, as described in the
amendment which 1 propose, was issued for their benefit
and such otber heira aa might lie alive. That land war¬

rant, in ila transmission from this city to theae persona,
waa lost. Satisfactory evidence has been produced by
them to show the loss of the warrant, and it appeara by
tbe books at the Laud Office that no entry has ever been
made in virtue of that warrant. It being lost, they are
unable to avail themselves of the Kraut of the govern¬
ment, and hence they come here asking for relief by a

Ctition which was referred to the Committee on i'rivate
ind Claims, with certain correspondence upon the sub-

led between these people and the Land Office. Upon read¬
ing that correspondence, tbe Committee on Private Land
Claims caine to the conclusion that it was better to tuake
a general law upou tbe subject; and, contrary to my
wishes, though I agreed to it, thev reported the general
bill Which has just becti read. 'foal bill was reported to
tbi kI> with tbe understanding that if it should paas it
wauul alford relief to these petitioners But when it was
taken up, and the sutyect came to be discusseiL the chair¬
man of the Committee on Public Lands (Mr. Filch] had
objections to it, and others also had objections to it. 1
now have his consent, and the consent also of the chair¬
man of the Committee on Private Lind Clai'ns, to sub¬
stitute this private bill, which 1 have offered by way of
amendment, in placc of it, because there is some disagree¬
ment of opinion in the land depar:ment in regard to the
effect which tbe original bill, the general law, would
have if parsed 1 have therefore gone from the general
bill to the specific private bill for the relief of the indi¬
viduals who ask for it. And as there can be no o!>jsctioii
to it, I hope the Senate will adopt my amendment.
Tbe quettion being then taken, the amendment was

agreed to
j No further amendment being offered, the bill was then
reported lo the Senate as amended, tbe amendment of the
committee of the whole concurred in, and the bill ordered
to be engrossed for its third reading.
By unanimous consent, the bill was then read the third

time and passed.
On motion by Mr. DAVIS, the title was amended so

as to read, "A Mil to authorize the Commissioner of the
General Land Office to issue a duplicate land warrant in
tbe names ol L icretia Birtju and Prudence Blandon."
Tbe till* as amended was then agreed to

HICKCr's EDITION or THE CONSTITUTION.

Mr. BADGER 1 move that the Senate now take up
tbe little resolution which I had the honor to submit on
the day before yesterday, and which waa passed over on
account of some misapprehension on the part of the hon¬
orable senator (mm California [Mr. Wiu«] as to the
object to which it relerred. It is a resolution orderingthe purchase of a certain number ol copies of Hicke>'eConstitution.
The resolution waa then taken up.
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. Walim in the

chair) staled that, as the resolution called lor the appro¬
priation of mosey, the rule required that it should have
three readings.
The resolution was then read the second time as fol¬

lows :

HtuJmtd, That the Secret*'/ ol tbe Senate he dtreccd to
procure tiofii the proprietors lor lie u»e ol the Snns'e
10,DIM copies ol Hickey's edition ol the Conititu'ioii, wnli
an alphabetical analyst*. th» I)-claration ol Independence,
the Article* of Confederation, vVaihingion's Inaugural and
Karewetl Addre«*e«, and other Important mtiOK'ni matier,
i lucrative ol tbe gemut <>t the American government and
the development of it* principle* : Promdrd, That they
l>e furnlthed st the peine price a* thowi leal procured for
Uie use of the Senate

The Senate then proceeded to consider the resolution
as in committee ol the whole.
Mr ADAMS The Senate, I think, has distributed

IU.OjO copies of this work since I have been a member
ol Ibis body. If there is any especial reason to be as¬

signed for this new supply lor distribution, I should like
to bear it We distributed 1 n.oon copies during the last
session. 1 should like to know whether it is the inten¬
tion of senators to distribute 10/HK,- copies of this work
every year. If sj, I think we had better adopt a standing
order to that efcet.
Mr. CHASE As this resolution is open to sniend-

msnt, I would suggest to my honorable friend from
North Carolina, [Mr. Bahucr].I do not mean to move
the amendment myself, but merely oltsr the suggestion
to him.lo insert in the proper place the word "bienni¬
ally ," so as lo order the Secretsry of the Senate lo pro-
ear* biennially 10.(K»0 copies ol this work for distribu¬
tion (Laughter.]
Mr BADGER. I thank tbe honorable senator from

Ohio[Mr. Chas*] for his suggestion, and will consider it
and make tip my mind by the time I offer my next reso¬
lution upon this subject.
Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. I do not think the Senaic

ought to adopt this resolution. I think we ought to put
« stop to this purchasing of books by the Senate.

Mr. BADGEU. I will admit that to bs true in regard
lo every other book, [laughter ]
Mr. l)ODGE,of lows Tilling we have already tar

ried this matter as far as it ought to h« carried. This
book has been furnished, time and again, so far as it is

nseaasary to enable the officers of the government and
tlM nombers of the Senate to discharge iheir duties
properly , and as far as the usa of this honk is a matier of
aonvenience to them, until the libraries and departments
are filled with it. And as it regards the distribution of
this book, I ask ths Senate to reflect lor a moment upontbe sort of lustice that is dealt out to the reading psnlicof ihe great empire Stale ol New York by the pro ruim
share that her two senstors will receive under this re-o-
lution, and havo received under previous snd similar
ones think of this lor s moment, and see how very un¬fair this disti ibudon will be to them.

I have other reasons for opposing this resolution I
hnd that we hsve psid for this work lo s gen¬
tleman in the employ of this Senate, a gentleman lor
whom I have personally, officially, and in every other
way, the very highest resfect There is no person to
whooi as an individual or a man I would rather have
seen this large amount paid Bui just look at the histo¬
ry of the matters connected withihe-e publications which
w« Nave entered into so largely If Ihis hook is neces¬

sary for tbe people of the United Stales, I ask why has
not the House of Representatives, which comes most di¬
rectly from the people, expended a like or even a larger
amount for the distribution of this work among the peo¬ple than we have f They have not done it. No publi¬
cation or purchase of the sort hss ever been made hyrtie Hstiw of Kspresentstives And the ordsring of this
small number from lime to time by the Seriate hss Ihe
effect only o| loading every st-nstor'sdesk and drawer with
spnlVektiona from his constituents for this work, snd
susjents him to the charge, in the different neighhorhriodsand communities of bis Inends and constituents, ot desU
ing partially asd unjustly by them, because be cannotdo snything like justice and furnish them sll with lhi«
work This book is in the msrket snd if politicisn*and others want it, Ihey ought to buy it snd pay lor ilthunselves.

I bare the statistics here to .how thai more mo.iey
bas be<-n ['Mid for bowli* lurnisiied in this way fur (he uw
uf the Senate than was appropriated under ibe river and
harbor bill, about which ao much lu»s was made by some
{eutleuion here The honoiable senator Irom Mar)l.nul
[Mr. t'KAK«ic] introduced a proposition here, to be au
pended to one of (lie regular bills, to subscribe 4)30,OOu
lor the " Annals of C°"giess," published by Gales at
Sealun. We paid #30,000 tor duplicate copies, rxlend¬
ing from HUOdown to lt>^4, upou tbe motion ol the hon¬
orable senator from Maryland, acting in behalf of the
Library Committee. That passed without half the Sen¬
ate knowing what they Were voting for, jusl aa the late
and honorable t-enator frdji Missouri [Mr Benton) sunt
wa passed tins Congressional History, which is to be pro
longed indefinitely, and thus $000 or $700 of book* are
to be given to each new member of this Senate, without
this Senate knowing anything about it. Now, 1 think
we ought to atop this book publishing. Every new
member who haa entered this body has received us many
copies of ibis constitution As the old senators have re¬
ceived. They are all Upon a |wt. if there is any neW
member here who has not received these book*, 1 am per¬
fectly willing to vote to give him aa many books as the
rest of us have received.

t will not take up tbe time of the Senate in discussing
ibis question further; Hut I want 10 oppose this resolu
tion now, un 1 ahall oppose it liareafier for all time to
come. I ask tor the yeas and nays u|ion ita adoption.

Mr. BADUEK. 1 am very sorry that uiy friend from
Iowa [Mr. Dodoic] lias thought it necessary to opposethis resolution. I think that two or three reasons winch
I utngive Will show him that it ought lo be passed. In the
fust place, this differs entirely, in every respect, from
eachoi the cases and abuses to which my friend has re¬
ferred. He nays that the proposition for the purpose of
purchasing the " Annals of Congress," and Home other
books* passed here without the Senate knowing what it
was they Were agreeing to. Now, (he various resolu¬
tions which 1 have introduced upon this subject have al¬
ways been publicly read and plainly explained, and tbe
Senate have always understood what they Were asked
to vote Upon. And therefore I think it is hard, In rela¬
tion to a public, open, well-known, fair, reasonable, iust,
and proper thing, to put upon it the odium of something
else (bat was secret, unknown, and perhaps improper.
My friend says thai these books have neeii puiehased

until they have been supplied to all (he officers of the
government, executive and legislative, lind to all other
persons interested in transacting tbe public business.
Admit all that, and what then ? Why, we do not want
these books for members of Congress; we do not want
ihem for executive officers ; but we want them to dis¬
tribute among our constituents; we want to furuish
them to the people of the country, and spread them
abroad among them. And I should be very happy, for
one, if 1 could make the supply so large that every man
in America) and every boy able to read, should have in
bis possession a copy of the constitution Of his Country,
with the statistical inlormation in relation lo tbe origin of
ti'at constitution, and the maiu and principal features
connected with its working out, which the edition of the
work to which my resolution refers contains, and which
f imagine can be tound in no one private library in Amer-
ica. .- ¦, &
And, In the next place, allow me to say, in accordance

with the suggetion of a friend near me.for though I
avail mysell ot the suggestion, 1 do not wish to take the
credit for it.how can we, consistently with our oaths as

senators, vote against this resolution t This is a resolu¬
tion for the constitution) and we are imperatively bouhd
to "support and maintain" it. [I.iugliter] Now, 1
think that anrujnent must be conclusive with my friend
Irom Iowa, [Mr. Dodge,] and he cannot vole against it.
[Laughter ]

Mr. DODUE, of Iowa. I propose U amend this reso-
lution by inserting helore the word ''constitution, ibe
words "book called the," so lhat it will read "10 000
copies of Mickey's editiou of the book called the consti¬
tution."
Now, the constitution is an rfiStnirtient tor which 1

have as high a veneration as my woittiy friend from
North Carolina, [Mr. Badoek] But I would ask, is
there a copy of tne statute law* of the United States,
from California lo Maine, which does not contain the
constitution of the United States.' Every single Slate
auti Territory of the United States have published these
laws, and we And in the very commencement of every
copy the constitution of the United States I admit lhat
it is not printed so beautifully, and has not so complete
and convenient an Hide*. as we and hi the woik now un¬
der consideration. But if we are lo coutinue this purchase
for the purpose of scattering the constitution of the Uni¬
ted State.x all over the country, the work ought to be re¬
duced in si/e, and the number purchased should be very
greatly incr«a»ed, and be regularly distributed.
Now, this is just like all the oilier abuses in regard to

expense. Prior to ls>4t not a copy of this work hail ever
been published and distributed 111 that year 3,000 co;ne»
were purchased for 8i,.')00; lhat number was piocured to
commence the work. In the latter part of the same 5 ear
10.000 copies were purchased for 310,000 In 1648,
May'JO, 100 copies Were purchased for 9100; Jane 13
ol the same year 1,90* copies were purchased lor $1,000
And then coming down to 1831, 409 copies were pur¬
chased lor #490. That was jum about the same time that
this expensive matter of publishing the debates com¬
menced. Then there is just about the like amount,
nearly $30,000, paid for the Congressional Globe, which
contains the constitution an I the laws of the United
Statee as an Appendix. And at the last session of Con¬
gress we paa««<J a law allowing this work.the Con¬
gressional Globe and Appendix.to pass free through the
mails. We now pay lor all the reports of our debates
and proceedings, and in addition to that we put the re¬

porters, who come here to report for the |«per* which we

employ to publish our debates, upon our list for receiving
extra compensation. It seems to me that there is to lie
no end to the expenditure in regard to this matter of
bo*k« and publications by order of the Senate. 1 hope
that in reference to this book matter, we will pat an end
to it now by voting down this proposition to purchase
10,i>00 copies of this work, or it will be followed at the
next se»»ion by another proposition of the same kind, arid
so on ad infinitum

Mr. HAI.E. I wish to occupy the attention of the
Senate but a moment. 1 wish to suggest an amendment
to this resolution, thongh I will not otfer it myself.
When we speak of the constitution, we convey an in¬
definite idea by the use of the word "constitution."
Now, the English constitution is made up lo a great ex¬
tent of ancient statutes required to give force to the
written constitution; and as we are getting a little into
that way, I do not think thai our olu constitution con¬
veys the whole lhat we now refer to when we speak
of the constitution, and to render this matter a little
more explicit( I would suggest to the honorable senator
from North Carolina [Mr. Badum] lhat perhaps it would
be well to insert in the proper place in his resolution, the
words "end the fugitive-slave law," so that there will
be 10,000 copies ol the constitution and the fiigitive-
slave law purchased for the u«e of the Senate, to t>e dis¬
tributed lo the people, in order that they may be instruct¬
ed in all Ibe duties that ihey owe to this government. I
thiak there has been a leas number of copies of that law
distributed than of the constitution And as it is ad¬
mitted now, that while the constitution created this gov¬
ernment the fugitive-slave law saved it, I think they
ought to go together to the people, and the people be fur¬
nished with both ol tbem

Mr. WEI.LEK. I do not think there ie any forre in
the suggestion of the honorable aenator from New Hamp¬
shire, [Mr. Halk.) I think it would be better, perhaps,
for the country to employ that seustor to write out what
ie called ihe " higher law," and have thai inserted as an

appendix to this work. That " higher law" would then
he much more generally understood by the country than
it ie now As lo inserting the fugitive-slave in this work,
lhat Will only enable the people to decide for themselves
what the moat of (ham now know, whether it is in ac¬
cordance with the constitution. Hut there sre a vast
number of people who are profoundly ignorant of the ex¬
act meaning ol this term " higher law ," and in order to
give the people ot the country information upon that
subject, I would suggest that that would be a more ap¬
propriate amendment than the one proposed by the sena¬
tor from New Hampshire
Mr SEWARD. While 1 have very great doubts about

the propriety ol arreating the most beneficent operation in
which I think the Congress of the dinted Stale* I» en¬
gaged-thai ie, the printing ol information nseful to the
jieople.I am grieved aa well as surprised to find that
the opposition concentrates itself first against ths publi¬
cation of that which is the most important of all the in¬
formation giren to the peonln, vie the constitution of
the United Statea. There have »een other land* than
ihia that have been blesw) with written constitutions,
.ecuring civil liberty to the people, snd there have been
other lands than this where the people of different States
hsve been blessed with a confederated constitution , but
there is no land but this now in winch a written constitu¬
tion securing civil libetfy is |>res»rted, with a constim
non securing also a confederacy Ot the different Stales
And for ibis pre eminence of politic** felicity we are in
febted to the fact lhat we have psacti«S«lly universal suf
frage, and a universal understanding if the Constitution
tself. We have baen told how many eo0fca ol the con*

lKM-M

stitulion Lave been printed. To how uttiiy do the>
amount t Nut on« hunJred thousand copirs in all. And
yet we have born in ihis country every year those who
will become men, and who are to exercise the right of
suffrage, more in number thin the whole number ol
this constitution which we have already had printed
Nay, more than this we receive into this country every
jear one hundred and fitty thousand persons who have
never, probably, seen the constitution of the United
.Stales, and who l:i five years are to become citizens ot
this country, and exercise tfie rifiht of suffrage. Is it a

great thing, then, thai the Senate of the United Stale*
should distribute annually to the electors ten thousand
copies df the constitution ? There is no >:ian who is not
interested in it) there is no man but is bound as a citizen,
if he exercises bis ditty wisely, to revise all our acts, and
hold us to the |>erforinauce of rfur ditties strictly, and in
harmony with the cons'itution. I shall votefdr i's many
copies of the constitution as the Senile will ever consent
to order for distribution among the people of the United
Stales.

In regard to the suggestion of the honorable senator
from California, [Mr. WkLler,] I would submit to him
and the Senate that theie is not srich an impetutM nttet-

tily for the publication of the " klgUtr taw," for the in¬
formation of the people of the United Stales, as his hug-
gestion would seein to indicate Theie aie s Mjieties ill
this country and In other countries which are engaged in
an enterprise which is benevolent and heimficeni. and not
less important tnari the diliiea. devolver u|>on tlie govern-
inentol the United Stales.that is, the diffrfsiou o( that high¬
er law not only among alt the people of the United States,
but among all tongues and ali kindred of men. ( believe
that the " higher law" is contained in ten edicts or re¬

scripts which ate all found in the Uible, und that there aie

societies which are engaged in fufnlchinft to every family
throughout the Union a copy of that important dfid In¬
valuable book. And 1 believe that under (jod the pros¬
perity and safety of the institutions of the United Slates
depend upon the great sue ess which crowns their efforts,
designed to secure to every elector and every citizeu of this
Country possession of tllat law, auJ that us fast as they
succeed in Communicating It to Itiuds Which are now des¬
titute of it. we shall see institutions of civil libetly fike
our own arise, and happy governments guarantied by
constitutions like the one whith f now propose to be dis¬
tributed for the information of the people and of mankind

Tlie (luestion beintr then tiiken upon tlie amendment
proposed by Mr. DOlMJK, of Iowa, it was agreed to

'I he resolution was then reported to the Senate as

amended, and the amendment of the committee of the
whole concurred in.
The question was then upon ordering the resolution to

be engrossed for its third reading.
Upon this que»lion Mr. DESAS6UKE called for the

yean an ntys, and they were ordered accordingly.
Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. Allow me before the vote is

taken to express the most earnest wish that when the
resolution passes, and when this instrument is circulated,
and read by those to whom the senator from New
York wishes to send it. Its perusal may have a different
effect upon them from what it has had upon hitft. 1 trust
that those who come after us, and who may come here
at a time such as that at which he came here.a time
when he gave us a little manifestation of his regard for
the constitution.will manifest It in a different light from
that iu which he did. I trust, sir, that if in the progress
ol this country another additional territory shall be an¬
nexed to its limits, at a time when the people living in
the ditieient Stales of this Union have worked themselves
up pretty nearly to the lighting ooint, and those to whom
he is to distribute liie-e copies of the constitution through
the Empire State and elsewhere, come here, they will not,
like biui.juat at that time, when patriots are working to
c!ose up and heal the breaches which exist in this Uuion,
come forward with a pioposition such as that which be
brought forward at thai moat critical and perilous time
in the history of this government when measures ol
couiprt imae and adjustment were beiiig Urged, with any
such proposition an his pronunciamienio to abolish sla¬
very in the District uf Columbia, and Ins other famous
act of statesmanship to aduut New Mexico as a Slate,
when the aoolitioiusts were pressing California into the
Union without regard to the feelings of one-nail of the peo¬
ple of this country, and without any sort of settlement ol
the difficulties between the two portions of the country.
I trust that tti* reading of that book will have a diriment
effect upon those to tthom the gentleman from New York
will send it Irom what it has had U|>on hiin.
Mr. SEWARD. The honorable senator from fowa

[Mr. Doook] ban anticipated a future period in which
the influence and effects of the constitution ol the United
State* will be fully disclosed, i have only to sa> that to
that future period, and the general judgment ol mankind,
1 refer every word I have ever s|H>krn, every void t have
ever given, in the Seriate of the United Stales ; and I re¬

pose with a confidence ascertain in the expectation ol a
chautable judgment upon those words and those votes
as that which the honorable senator Irom Iowa thus con¬

fidently vaunts lor himself. And in regard to the question
ol slavery which be put*.of slavery at a future time.
f have only to say that, through the operation of the con¬
stitution of the United State*. 1 expect in thai future that
there will be no occasion leit for any proposition to abol¬
ish slavery in the Diatiict of Columbia, because slavery
will then have disappeared from the capital ol the Uui-
ted States. I expect, also, that when in that future new
territories are annexed to the United States, it will be ne¬

cessary for no man to move that slavery shall be pro¬
hibited in those territories, because then there will be no
proposition, bere or elsewhere, to exteud slavery into re¬
gions already blessed with universal freedom.
The question being taken by yeas and nays on the

adoption of the resolution, resulted.yeas 29, nays 12.
as follows:
YKAS.Me«»r» Badger. Belt, Borland, Bright, Brooke,

Cass, Cbsrlton, Clarke, Uavis, Dixon, LKxtge ol wlaooa'io,
I) jwin, Kisfi, Oeyer, Uwio, lisle, Houston, Jonas of Ten-
noo-r, Mangum, Morion, Kusk, >*ba«uaii, Seward,
Smith. ilpruaiice, Sunnier, Wade, Walker, and Welter.2)
NAY' Me-»r». Adams, Bradbury, Brodhead, Cathcart,

Cbnse, i iiamire, n.xlgaof Iowa, Hamlin, Nla*on. Norm,Toueey, and Underwood-.12.
So the resolution was adopted.

WIDOWS AMI) ORPHANS.
On motion by Mr. UBYER, the Senate proceeded, as in

committee ol the whole, to the conaideranon of the "bill
to continue hall pay toceitain widows and orphans."
No amendment being offered, the bill was reported to

the Senate, engrossed, read a third time, and passed.
WORKMEN ON THE CAPITOL.

Mr. DODuK, of Iowa. I introduced a little bill to
compensate the workmen on the additions to the CapitolI hope the Senate will consent to take it up now. It is
similar to a proposition which has passed this body
twice.
The bill was taken up, and considered aa in committee

of the whole. It contemplates giving one month's pay to
tha workmen employed on the wings of the Capitol as a
compensation for loss of tune from being unemployed.
Mr. CLAKK.K. I hope the bill will be referred to

some committee, in order to have its propositiona exam¬
ined into.
Mr. L)ODGK, of Iowa. I move, then, to refer it to the

Committee on i'ublic Buildings
Several Senators. Ob, no; let us pass it now
Mr. BRODHKAD. 1 hope that motion will not pre¬vail. If we are to grant relief to these poor men who

were without employment, let us do it now To send
this bill to a cnramiltee is to postpone action on it indefi¬
nitely, I take it, because in a few days we will have the
appropriation hilla up, and a small bill of this kind will
be shoved aside. It was before the Senate more than
once during the last session. I brought to the notice of
the Senate a similar bill. It baa been coneidered and ex¬
amined, I presume, by every member of the Senate it
is plain in its provisions, and easily understood. We do
not proi>oee to pay these laborere for the whole time they
ivere out of employment, but a reasonable amount of com
peuKAUon, because they came here with the idea ihat the
work was to continue. The lull is well guarded, and 1
nope the motion to commit will not prevail
Mr HUSK. A similar proposition to thia has already

panned this body: It is a proposition which I regard as

.¦minently just, and 1 am confident that it will pass some
time or other in nome sha|>e Then the question in, shall
we delay the»e men in obtaining their just claim.for I
ieel confident thai it is a just claim and shall we delay
the business of Congress by postponing this proposition t
Mr. DODGKi of lows I withdrew the motion to

commit.
Mr. CI.ARKK. I would like to hear tbe bill rnad for

really, notwithstanding all that is said about it, I do not
know what its provisions are.
The bill waa read.
Mr. UNPKHWOOl) I ask (he yeas arid nayn on the

pMMM ol the Ml.
T he I'RKSIDINC OFFICER. The question is on ;i

motion to refer
Mr. BHOUHKAD. That is withdrawn
Mr. CLAKKK No, sir. I believe I made ihe motion,

and have not withdrawn it Mr. President, I am jtei-
tiapa as unwilling a» any member ol thia body to mter-
poe* any direct obstacle to tbeee men. 1f they have reaily
been disspiminted in connerjiienre. of any promiaes that
were held out to them that they ahould be employed in

the spring earlier than tbey were enabled to obium em-
plo)ii>eni, hi consequence of any delay ill the appropris-
iioii But, sir, I ma le this proposition to reler to the
Coiumnie«! on Publie Buildings not with a view to defeat
the bill. 1 will not attempt to defeat the bill by any ac-
uon of mine. But, Mr, 1 have Been the advertisement ol
the architect, or proposal* made by the superintendent ol
public buildings, whosoever he was Those proptmale
were lor irien to eome huie to be employed until a certain
day hi December, and they were fully employed till Ilia!
day. No further proportion Wan .made to them lor woik
no further engagement was made that Ihey should be em¬

ployed during the next season. Ill the spring of laW
tlifc u'»n were here, undoubtedly ready to go to work
upon the building, nnd tbeie wj.n some delay in the ap¬
propriation. As to the clalu they may have, it is gratui¬
tous on the part of Congress, if anything is given In
my humble opinion, there is nothing in the contract that
obligates the government or its agent in any way to make
any extra £l|r>w;wiee to these men, who were subsequent¬
ly employed on (he building. They were employed
here during the year. The suir<e thing muy occur at
every season of the year, when wink is stopped in the
full, and is not commenced again till spring. I therefore
think that if the bill was relerred to the Committed on
''ubl/c Buildings, of which rny colleague is chairman, it
will there w nuhjbcted to no delay, but the matter will be
inquired into, and iheSentfta vrill be adviseil as to all the
circumstances that relate to it. 1 therefore made the mo¬

tion; and if it is the pleasure of the Senate to feler il to
that committee, I, as one of that committee, will give it
ts speedy a return to the Senate as possible, and with all
the information that can be had upon the subject. I pre¬
sume the Senate id not belief advised upon the subject1
than 1 am, and I certainly do n«t know upon what just
grounds this claim is based for additional allowance. It
may be a gratuity that these men deserve; but in My opin¬
ion the matter ought to be referred, in order to enable the
Senate to ascei(i!r! the circumstances upon which this
claim is founded, by a report from a committee. We can
then act advisedly upon the subject.Mr BORLAND. This provision for these workmen
has already been passed upon by the Senate twice. The
matter Was considered, I think, very lull)'. I know that
during the last session I made several efforts, as also sev¬
eral other senators did, and we succeeded in getting the
proposition put upon two different bills which passed this
body. Therefore, 1 suppose the subject whs as fully and
thoroughly Considered then as it is likely to be by the
Senate it this session. The ohly objection I have to this
bill is (hat it does not gl^e »n6ugh But these men are
suffering. 1 think they have been b&dly treated, at d that
Congress is in duty bound to provide something lor !b4m.
We seem disposed to provide liberally for everybody
else. Those persons Who Employed these workmen-.the
overseers anil superintendent.got tiifcir pay, and mtfered
no inconvenience or loss whatsoever; hut these pcor men
who had to depend upon their daily labor for bread to
feed their wives and children were thrown out of em¬

ployment. While the superintendents were living in
coinlort and abundance, and got their salaries regularly
whether tbey worked or not, these poor workmen, who
cams here under representations and persuasions by these
persona, were throtfn out of employment at an inclem¬
ent season of the year, and Ielt dastuule ol the means of
[support, so that even the very beds upon Which their
wives and children slept had to be taken and sold in the
market to procure provisions These are facts that came
within my own knowledge. I then made an effort to get
a larger amount for them than id now proposed, believing
it to be just that they should receive it. This is too small
* compensation.only thirty days' wages.when they
Wefe out «f employment three or four months. If there
is any claim that cvsr came before Congress-that de¬
manded immediate action, it is this.
Mr. CLARKE I certainly do not mean to interpose

any very serious objection to this claim.
Mr HALE Then withdraw the motion.
Mr. CLARKE. I will will withdraw it at the request

of my Irietid
Mr. BROOKE. When this question was up for con

sideiation last session, the senator Irom Kentucky [Mr
UnDlkwooDJ exhibited to the Senate the advertisement
by winch these men were induced to come here
Mr. CLARKE. Thst is what 1 referred to.
Mr. BROOKE. That advertisement specified the day

when their labor was to terminate. The government ful¬
filled its contract by paying them up to the day thut was

s|*cified in that advertisement. Now, eir, unless some

explanation is given, I cannot vote tor pay ing ibis money.
1'he laborers were not taken b> surprise The govern-
ernmeot was not at all in lault, as 1 understand it; and 1
would like to bear some reason given for pay ing them be¬
yond the time specified iu the ailvertisemeui, with which
they must have been acquainted.
Mr BRODHEAD. 1'hey were out of employment

three months, and this bill proposes to pay the thirty
days' com|»ensa<ion.

Mr. BROOKE. I do not care if they were unemployed
six months. The day specified when the work should
terminate was the .'JOth of November. They were en¬

gaged to work till that time, and they did e), and were

paid for it. It was not the fault of the government that
they were then out of employment, and 1 can see no

earthly reason why they should receive extra pay.
Mr. UNDERWOOD. I read all the papers furnished

by the sii(>eiiiilendent of these building*, showing that
they were invited to come here and work till a particular
lime. The statement is correct that they were employed
and paid up to the day mentioned iu the advertisement,
which, according to rny recollection, wat the 30th o( No¬
vember, when, by the terms of the contract, they were
discbaned.

Mr. vVALKKR. The memory of senators mint be
rery short indeed, if I hey do not recollect what will en¬

tirely contradict the inference which gentlemen are d is

peited to draw from the truthful atatement.for we know
it to be true.made by the senator Irom Kentucky. Do
we not know, when there was a $'>00,000 approbation
linked for towards the continuation of the extension of
the Capitol, the superintendent and others were daily and
hourly about ihis Capitol, saying that these poor men
were lying idle for want of that appropriation ' Do we

not well remember that these galleries were filled with
theae poor men every day, for (he purpose of influencing
our anion upon that appropriation.' Can we have for¬
gotten it' And is not the inference irresistible that they
were here under such circumsta-icfs, under the control,
and almost under the command, of this superintendent*.
that tney were kept here upon their own ex|>ense, and for
(he purposes of this superintendent, to induce us to make
that appropriation, and had not a penny in their pockets
to pay their expenses' And now shall we be told that
because the time named in the advertisement expired at
which they were to stop work they are consequently to
have nothing to compensate them lor the time they were

kept here idle and destitute of anything to pay their ex-

iiennes with I 1 trust such an influence will not prevail
in this Senate.
Mr. BRIGHT If I believed that the money proposed

to be appropriated under this hill would go into the hanHs
of the workmen themselves, I might vote for it. I do
not know whethar or not my information is correct, but
fro.'n what have hear.l have my mlbtl as to whether
these claims have not been purchased by peraonsanticipa-
iKite an appropriation by Congress. I hope that such is
not the fact. Hut it is the precedent mainly that I object
to in this case I am afraid that there are other classes
of claimants Who may come and luy claims to our boun-

ity. '^7Gentlemen put this claim upon the ground that these
individuals were invited here by our agent*, and that we
aie hound by their acts VVhv. ihere is not a public, em

ployee in any of the public departments who may not say
the same thing. They have all been invited to this city,
and it ia very apparent that in a short time a great many
of them will be invited to leave ; and we might, with the
same propriety, he asked by all such to make an appro
priation for their relief. These changes ii private and
public affairs are incidental to the business ot life. It is

impossible to provide^tgaiast many of the hardxhips and
inconveniences daily occurring by any system of legisla¬
tion the ingenuity of man can invent.
Now I do not wish to be considered as opposing these

particular claims; it is against the principle contended
for by the honorable senators from Pennsylvania and
Arkansss thnt I speak. I contend that the government,
like an individual, has a right to dismiss from her service
those she employs by the day at any time the public in¬
terest will be promoted hy so doing ; and where she thus
acta, I am unwilling by my vote to require her to pay
damages for so doing

Mr. BORLAND I have hut one word to say in reply
to the remarks ot the honorable senator from Indiana,
[Mr. Rrioht ] I admit with him, that according to the
hard and strict letter of the law these men have no claim
upon us They cannot sue us in a court of justice, and
force us to pay them this amount. This is presented to
us only upon the ground that it is an tquitahle claim, ap-
¦l«ealing to ihe senile of equity which all are supplied
to tiave, arid to that sense of generosity which some gen¬
tlemen are supposed to poaseaa. I confess Uiat i® legis¬
lating here 1 do sometimes take coun»el of my heart and
act MCCuriiing to its iticiates
Mr BRADBURY. The government advertised for

.workmen, and I understand that a larger numtier appliedfor work than were wantad. Those who were employe4

were continued in the public employ ineut up to the time
that the advertisement »i>ecitied they would be engagedTh<>ne who Were unalile to obtain employment were herewithout any benefit from the government. They wne
brought here by the advertisement o( the government. hs
well a* were those who were successful in getting tin
ployineiit heie Soim ol tkM> 1 understand, co itinui d
here and sought employment when the work ww re
sumed in the spring; but preference was given to tho«e
who had been formerly engaged here. Now, I think that
those who lulled to get employment were the inoat un¬
fortunate; for it is well known this government pay*
quite aa high for the same service* as is ever paid by
private individuals. It appears to me that if there is anyclass who deserve sympathy it is that clavt of laborers
who failed to get employment here at all.
The bill was then read the third time.
The question was upon the passage of the bill, and

upon this question Mr. UNDEliWOOD called for the
yeas and nays, which were accordingly ordered.

f'fie question being then taken upon the passage of the
bill by yeas and nays, no quorum voted, there being
yeas 14, nays 17, as follows :

YEAS.Messrs. U->rlt«tid, Brodhoad, Catbcart, Chase,Dodgo ol Wisconsin, Dodgo ol Iowa, Houston. Jonus ol
Io.vn, M.iiikuui, lUisk, 3awaid, ikiuinw. Wade, and
Walker.14
NA Y.'d -Messrs. Adams, Atchison, Bradbury, Bright,lirooke, i>liar!loii, Olnrke, Uavi*, Downs, Fisli, Oeyer,Nonis, I'darce, Scbijtian, Hpruanoe, 'louccy, and Under¬

wood.17.
On motion, the Senate then adjourned.

THURSDAY, JANUARY 6, 1853.
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION

The PRESIDENT pro (em. laid before the Senate a
report of the Secretary of the Senate, showing the names
and compensation of the persons employed in his office
during the VetJr ISM; which was read; and, on motion by
Mr. WALKER, it waj"rdered to be printed for the use of
the Senate.

MEMORIALS, PETITIONS, ETC.

Mr. BRCJDHEAD presented the petition of George
Kelker, praying that the children of George Eelker, his
father, may be [utid the umotlrrt of pension due him at
the time of hi* death ; which was fe!err«d to the Com¬
mittee oi, Pensions.
Mr. CASS presented the memorial of Anna McLean,

WidoW of an officer in the army who lost his life in the
last wat With Great Britain, praying a (tension ; which
was referred to the Committee on Pensions.
Mr. HUNTER presented the petition of the heirs of

Richard B. Masun, praying compensation for damages to
their property fty <he. Construction of I tie Long Bridge, at
Washington city ; which was referred to the Committee
of Claim*.
Mr. SHIELDS presented the memorial of citizens of Vir¬

ginia, praying (bs reconstruction of the Long Bridge over
the Potomac at its present site; which was referred to
the Committee on the District of Columbia.
Mr. GVVIN presented the memorial of Jaiefes K. Smith

and EdWln Smith, citizens of the State of New York,
praying that a roister may be granted to the brig " Mi¬
chael," a foreign vessel, now swned by them, and upon
which they have expended in this eoantry nearly four-
fifthit of her appraieed value for repairs ; which was re¬
ferred to the Committee on Commerce.

Mr. DAVIS Mr. President, 1 have been requested to

present the petition of Joseph Townsend, who represents
h'mself to be a master mariner in couirfland of the barque
Lamarlin£, of New York. He slates that in the month
of May, 1349. this barque was lying at anchor in the port
of Leghorn, Italy; and that an Austrian army took pos¬
session ot that city, in consequence of which those who
were supposed to be implicated in the late revolution
were obliged to the He received a large number of tho*e
person*, who Were in destitute circumstances, on board
of his barque, and entertained Ihem at his own expense,
at the request of the American consaL and of Commander
Gwinn, of the United States frigate Constitution Being
himself quite poor, be feels himcelf unable to sus¬
tain the losses which he thus incurred, amounting to
some seven or eight hundred dollars; and be prays Con¬
gress to remnneiate him for these ex|>enses. I move that
the petition be received, and, without reading, that it be
referred to the Committee on Foreigu Relations.
The motion was agreed to.
Mr DAVIS submitted additional documents in relation

to the claim of Dr William T. G. Morton to com|iensa-
tion in consideration of being the discoverer of the use

ot ether as an anaesthetic agent in surgical operations;
which were referred to the select committee appointed on

the subject.
ME4SASE FROM THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.

A mes-a<e was received from the House ol Repre¬
sentatives, by Mr Forney, their Clerk, announcing; to the
Senate that tiie Speaker of the House having signed an

enrolled hill and an enrolled joint resolution, he bad
brou|(hi them to the Senate for the signature of their
President.
The PRESIDENT jro tem then signed the enrolled

bill and joint resolution which had just been received
from the House of Representatives.being a joint resolu¬
tion allowing, in certain cases, to the owners of steam
er», further time to make the necessary preparations lo
bring their vessels within the provisions ol an act entitled
" An act to amend an act entitled ' An act to provide for
the better security of the lives of passengers on board of
vessels propelled in whole or in part by steam," and for
other purtioses. approved August 30, 1 ; anil the bill
for the relief of Mrs. Margaret L. Worth ; and tbey were
delivered to the committee, to be presented to the President
of the United States.

RESOLUTION ADOPTED.

Mr. SEBASTIAN submitted the following resolution ;
which was considered by unanimous consent, and agreed
to :

R/iolvrd, That the Committee on Finance be instructed
to inquire into the expediency ol providing by law lor the
sale ofoertain bands of the Slate of Arksnsa* sow held in
trust by the United .Statet, and report by bill or otherwise.

STEAMER EDITH.

Mr. SMITH Mr. President, 1 am directed by the Com¬
mittee on Printing to re(>ort back to the Senate a volumi¬
nous mass of documents, which were referred to that
committee at the last session of Congress to consider
whether Ibey should be priated for the use of the Senate ;
and at the same lime 1 submit a written report. As it is
a very short one, 1 desire that it may be read.
The report was read accordingly. It states that the

Committee on Printing have had under consideration ihe
report of the Secretary ol the Navy, communicating the
proceedings of the court of inquiry in relation to the loss
of Ihe United Slates steamer Edith ; charges of Lieuten¬
ant Craven against Commodore Jones ; correspondence
in relation lo the erection of a steam saw-mill at San
Francisco; Commodore Jones's charges against Lieuten¬
ant Craven ; and correspondence in relation totheappoint-
ment and transportation of Lieutenant Meade and other
officers for the steamer Edith from Boston to the Pacific.
The committee understand that the above-named papers
were called for, and their publication proposed, for the
purpose of vindicating the professional character of Lieu¬
tenant Richard VV. Meade, of the navy, from imputations
contained in a letter of Commodore Thomas Ap C. Jones,
dated Sept 34, IH.V>, to the Secretary of the Navy; but
ihe committee are of opinion that the subsequent reap¬
pointment of Lieutenant Meade to the navy by ihe Pres-
dent, and his confirmation by the Sanate, are a sufficient
exoneration from those imputations, and render the pub¬
lication of those papera wholly unnecessary. The com¬
mittee therefore recommend the adoption of the following
resolution:

Rttnlvrd, That the committee he discharged from the
furthvr consideration ol the oubject.
The Senate proceeded, by unanimous consent, to con¬

sider the resolution, snd it was agreed to.
Mr. SMITH moved that the report of Ihe committee

he printed (or the use of Ihe Senate; which was agreed
<«

preparation OP THE APPROPRIATION BILLS.

The Senate then proceeded to ihe consideration of the
resolution, submitted by Mr. Owjn, directing the Com¬
mittee on Finance to prepare and leport lo the Senate, on
or before the first Monday in January, all the general ap¬
propriation hills except the civil and diplomatic appro¬
priation hill
Mr BRODHEAD. Mr Preaident, as Ibe honorable

senator who introduced that resolution is not io his place,
I hope by unanimous consent it will be panerd over.

It was sccordingly |awsed over informally
CHARLES W. MOROAN.

The Senate then proceeded to ihe consideration of Ihe
resolution submiiten by Mr Hale a few days since in
relation lo the official conduct of Commodore Chsrle*
VV Morgan while in command of the Mediterranesn
mj uadron
Mr SHIELDS. I move that the resolution be laid

upon Ihe Ishle
Mr MASON. I hope the honorable senator from Illi

nois will withdraw that motion.
Mr. SHIELDS withdrew it.

Mr. MAMJN Tbs senator who otferel that resolu-
lion i* not now in hi« seit I would prefer lo lei the
resolution remain upon the calendar, in order that we may
see what disposition that senator wishes to make of 11.
The resolution was then passed over iiiformally.

CUBA AND CENTRAL AMLHIl A

Mr MASON. I ask tile indulgence of the Senate to
allow uie at this lime to give * notice. I see that the
message of the President, containing the information
called (or by the resolution of the Senate in reference to
tiie proposed tripartita convention with Great Briiain and
trance, has been printed, and m now upon our tables. I
wish now to give notice, after consultation with those
gentlemen who take un interest ill the subject, that I
shall, with the permission of the Senate, on Wednesday
of next week move that this document be referred lo the
Committee on foreign Uelations, when any gentleman
wishing to enter into debate upon the subject may have
an opportunity to do so.
Mr. CASS moved that the joint resolution declaratoryof the view# of ihe United States respecting colonisation

on the North American continent by European powers,
and respecting the island of Cuba, be taken up aud read
a second lime; which wan agreed to.
Mr. C liieu moved UuU Iha lurthar nswaidaaaiimi u4

the j->irit resolution be |K>stponed until Wednesday next;
which was agreed to.

WOHKINCMEN ON THE CAPITOL.

The Senate then proceeded to Ihe consideration of the
bill tor Ihe relief of the workinginen on Ihe addition to
the Capitol.
The question Pending was, Shall the bill be engrossed

and read a third tnne ' Upon that question the yeas anil
nays had been ordered.
The (juestion being then taken by yeai and nays, re¬

sulted.yuus 17, nays 21.as follows :

YliAS.Messrs. Borland, lirodlioad, Gaia, Calhcart,
Dodgu of Wisconsin, l>jdgu ol Iowa, CJwin, Houston,
Jones of Tennesuie, Mangum, Husk Suward, Shields,
Strnih, Soule, Wade, and Walker.17-
NAYS.Messrs. Adams, Atchison, Bayard, Bradbury,

Bright, Brooke, Charlton, Davis, Desaussure, Downs, Fish,
Ueyer, lliiuter, Mullory, Mason, Norris, I'earce, Sebastian,
Spriiance, Stockton, anil Toilcoy.21.
So the bill mas not ordered to a third reading.

GOLD AND SILVER COINAUK.

Mr. GVVIN. Mr. President, as I submitted some re¬
marks to the Senate the other day in relerence to the de¬
basement of the coin of the United Slates, and as I intend
to have an investigation of that subject before the Com¬
mittee on Finance, when the appropriations for the United
Slates mint shall come belore that cominitlev, I now

offer the following resolution, the objcct of which is in

get some iHlormation from the Treasury Department, in

order that it may be referred to the Finance Com nut tut.
I hope it will be considered and adopted at this time :

Ritilvtd, Tliaitlie Secretary ol the Treasury be >e<pt'i d
lo inform Hit Senate what was the nominal and what i- ,n>

actual fineness of the gold coins struck at the mint pr n>

the year 1IKM, and at which ihey are now receivtd lie
mint for recoinage. Aim, io furnish copies ol the ri, ris

for the last ten years of the commissioner* who have met

annually in conformity with law to examine the weight aud
fineness <>f the coins ol' the United Stales, and of all com¬

munication! to and from the executive department ol the
government in relation to any debasement ol the coins
struck in the mint or eiiher ol us branches wbich may have
been detected by raid commissioners or otherwise. Also,
by what authority ol law neither gold nor silver is sepa-
r tied lor the benefit ol the depositor iu the mint, when the
net product of the operation estimated upon the charges by
tha miut is leas than live dollars; wholiier said gold and
silver is separated lor the benefit of Ihe mint, aud used lor
its contingent expenses, to the loss of ihe de|>osilor, and if
so, by what authority ol law ; and what has been the
amount, if any, both of the gold and of the silver re¬

spectively so taken from depositors by the mint at Phil¬
adelphia during each of the Uet four fiscal years.
Also, what is the amount o1'silver now ieli uuextracted in
the gold corns ot the United States by the mini at Philadel¬
phia ; aud to furnish a statement ol the aggregate sums both
ol the goto and silver deposited, and of the deductions
made therefrom respectively, and lor each quarter, as well
as the rates charged lor silver alloy, as exemplified in the
abstracts ol accounts ol the mint accompanying the re¬

ports of the first auditor, numbered 105,120, 11)9,660,106 256,
1U6.694, and 1UT,1C5 arid whether the depositors of mixed
g -of bullion fro (i ihe 14 h November. 1850, to 1st April,
IH51, ware charged bj- the iniut lull price lor separating
their silver from their gold, to wii i 6 cants per ounce, and
then deprived of nearly the half ol said sltvor, lo will 6
per cent , by weight left in the gold coins by the mailer aud
refiner, aud charged to said depositors as alloy ; and if so,
iheu tor what reasons and by what authority ol law ; also,
wnai was the aggregate amount, il any, ol said S per cent,
of silver so taken from said depositors, and to furnish
copies of all comiuuincalioiis lo and from tbe department
in any manner relating to this subject ; also, what deduc¬
tions, it any, are made by the assayer of the mint in the
reported fineness of gold bullion deposited from the aotual
assay results thereof ; and if any, then what dii|>osal is
made ol the protiis thence accruing, aud by what author¬
ity of law ; also, by what act ol appropriation or authority
of law the profits of the coinage of silver three-cent coins
are used by the mint of the United States to defray its con¬

tingent expenses.
Mr. tiYVIN. I hope that resolution will be acted upon

now. 1 want tbe lnlorrnalion as soon as possible, in
order that it may go before the Committee on Finance.
Mr. PEARCE If Ihe honorable senator does not in¬

tend lo discuss the resolution, 1 will make no objection
to it.
Mr. GW1N. I do not want to discuss the resolution.
The question being (hen taken, tbe resolution was

agreed to.

WILLIAM MOSS AND MATTHEW MOSI.

Mr. RUSK moved to poetpone all prior orders, and that
the Senate proceed to the consideration of Senate bill No.
411, for the reliel of William Mom and Matthew Mom.
The motion being agreed to, the bill was read a sec¬

ond time, and considered as in committee of the whole.
It provides thai the Postmaster General shall cause to be
paid to VVm Mos« and Matthew Moss, of tbe State of
Arkansas late contractors for carrying the United Suites
mail in that Mate, such sum as inay be due to them at
the rate of fifteen hundred dollars a year, after deducting
therefrom whatever has been paid to Uiem at the rate of
seven hundred dollars a year, for the time during which
they carried the mail on a certain route No amendment
being offered, the bill was reported to the Senate, and or¬
dered to be engrossed for a third reading.

Having been engrossed, the bill was subsequently read
a third time, and the question was staled, Stiall the bill
pass i
Mr. ADAMS. I should like to hear the report read,

if there is any, before that bill passes.
Mr. HUSK. I did Hot call for the reading of the re¬

port or go into an explanation of the case, for the reason
that I disliked to encroach upon the time of the Senate.
The report will show upon what the claim is founded,
if the honorable senator desires to examine the matter.
The report was then read. It shows that the contract¬

ors intended to bid #1,501) for a certain ronte, but that
through a mistake in Ailing out the proposals, the bid of
$700, which should have been inserted in proposals for
another route, was inserted for the route which was
awarded to them ; and that tliey performed the service
under the impression that this mistake would be cor¬
rected.
Mr. ADAMS. I do not exactly understand the prin¬

ciple upon which this bill is founded. I would inquire
of the honorable chairman of the Committee on the Poet
Office and Post Roads if there is any evidence before the
department going to show that they intended to bid
(1,500 for this route !
Mr. RUSK. The hid waa a mistake on their part;

the testimony establishes this fact. These men were
bidders on several routes, this one being the only one
which was awarded to them. The testimony goes to
show that a much larger sum than fifteen hundred dol¬
lars waa paid for carrying the mail on the same route
before, and that a larger amount was sab«equently paid
They produce the affidavit of the man who was employ¬
ed by them a« an agent to make out the bids which were
sent to the Post Office Department, and be swears that
they intended to bid $ 1,500 for thia route. The bid of
#700 waa intended for another route, which was not
awarded to them, because there was a lower bid for that
route than the 91,500 one, which was sent on by mis¬

take. This route was awarded to them ; and, as well^ as

I remember from an examination of the papers, $1
waa lower than any other bid for the route. They both
swear that it was a mistake, and ihst the intention was

to bid 01,500 for that route, and #7n0 lor another route

W
Mr £MBfy-1 would like to ask the honorable

ctifcirmaii of the Committee on the Poet Office and Po«t
Roads, whether I understand him correctly that tbere
were no other bids for this route lower than $1,500.
Mr. RUSK It is. according to my recollection, that

there was no other bid lower than that amount.
Mr HaYARI> 1 would like also to know what the

answer of Ihe Pontmaster General was to their applies
lion to correct ihe immakt-. ber.anne the report says that
ihey made application, and they ceitainly must have
entered into bonds alterwards to perform the service for
the amount specified

Mr. KUSK fhe answer of the Postmaster Qanoral
waa, that tha bid having been accepted,and being on Me,


